Guidelines for Special Issues
An IRRODL special issue is a collection of articles focused around a specific theme relevant to open or distributed learning.  This could include research issues, policies, theory, and/or practice. Special Issues usually follow the format of a collection of articles related to a particular topic, or as a central position paper followed by a series of commentaries, along with an editorial written by the Special Issue Editor. However, as an innovative Journal, IRRODL also welcomes proposals for formats beyond these two and is open to considering offers from the research community on a case-by-case basis. 
To submit a proposal for a special issue, please follow the process listed below:
1. Authors who wish to prepare a special issue should first contact an IRRODL Editor. The authors should describe the topic, the rationale for the special issue, and proposed authors.

2. If the series appears to be consistent with the IRRODL mandate, and priorities, is deemed valuable to the readership, and is timely, the Editor will contact the proposer with a decision to proceed. The Editor may provide suggestions for modification to content or format at that time. The proposer will normally serve as the Guest Editor of the special issue. 

3. The Guest Editor will then solicit articles through an announcement on the IRRODL website. The deadline for submissions must be clear and met. All authors are expected to submit to the OJS system for peer review only after having met all submission requirements found in the submission guidelines. As well, all special issue submissions must be clearly marked as such so that following pre-screening, the article will be appropriately assigned to the special editors for their consideration.  

4. The Guest Editor will inform authors of due dates, and with the aid of the Managing Editor, monitor the progress of the special issue by managing the workflow and being the main contact throughout the creation of the special issue. 

5. Each special issue manuscript will be pre-screened for APA and plagiarism by the Managing Editor, before being reviewed by a combination of the Guest Editor and through the standard review process.  The Guest Editor will review all submitted papers before submitting to the external reviewers to ensure that each article meets the quality and theme requirements of the Journal. The reviewers for the special edition will be selected in the same manner as the selection of regular issue reviews. 

6. The IRRODL Editor or his appointee reserves the right to review the articles submitted and the final decision on publication of the special issue. In cases where there is lack of agreement between the Guest Editor and the Editor, the opinion of the Editor will prevail.

7. The IRRODL Editor or his appointee reserves the right to intervene in the selection of a reviewer to ensure that the selection is appropriate. 
8. Timing: The publication schedule adopted by IRRODL allows for some flexibility of the publication date. However, both authors and readers dislike processes to linger in production for longer than 12 months. The schedule below is presented as a guideline. 
Week 1. 
Proposal accepted by IRRODL Editors. Appointment of proposer as Guest Editor.
Week 2. 
Solicitation of abstracts by Guest Editor and through notification on IRRODL website. 
Week 3-7. 
Submission of proposals and abstracts to Guest Editors.
Week 7-9. 
Approval or suggested changes sent to authors by Guest Editor.
Week 9 - 18.  
Submission of draft articles to IRRODL system for pre-screening and assignment to Guest Editor.
Week 18.  
Deadline for submission for articles.
Week 10 – 20. 
Distribution of articles to reviewers. Acceptance of articles with positive responses from reviewers; comments sent to Authors for their final revisions. Regrets sent to authors with poor reviews of their articles. 
Week 20 – 24: 
Final revisions forwarded to Managing Editor for copyediting and production.
Week 24-32: 
Copyediting and production.
Week 32-35-: Publication.
